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Joel 2:1-17

1. RUIN: “THE DAY” WILL BE DEVASTATING.
Joel 2:1-2 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy
hill. Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is
coming. It is close at hand— a day of darkness and gloom, a day of
clouds and blackness. Like dawn spreading across the mountains a
large and mighty army comes, such as never was in ancient times nor
ever will be in ages to come.

2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The
heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by
fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.

2. REFLECTION: WHAT IS THE LORD’S PURPOSE?
Joel 2:11 The LorD thunders at the head of his army; his forces are
beyond number, and mighty is the army that obeys his command. The
day of the LORD is great; it is dreadful. Who can endure it?

3. REPENTANCE: THE LORD BIDS YOU TO RETURN.
Joel 2:12 ““Even now,” declares the LORD, ““return to me with all
your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.” Rend your
heart and not your garments.

2 Cor. 7:10-11a Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to
salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. See
what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what
eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what
longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done.
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4. RESTORATION: THE LORD’S LOVE OFFERS HOPE.
Joel 2:13-14 Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents
from sending calamity. Who knows? He may turn and relent and
leave behind a blessing— grain offerings and drink offerings for the
LoRrD your God.

Acts 3:19-20 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that
he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even
Jesus.

5. READINESS: STAY PREPARED FOR THE DAY.
Joel 2:15-17 Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a
sacred assembly. Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; bring
together the elders, gather the children, those nursing at the breast.
Let the bridegroom leave his room and the bride her chamber. Let the
priests, who minister before the LORD, weep between the portico and
the altar. Let them say, “Spare your people, LORD. Do not make your
inheritance an object of scorn, a byword among the nations. Why
should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”

1 Thes. 5:1-6 Now, about times and dates we do not need to write to
you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a
thief in the night. While people are saying, ““Peace and safety,”
destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant
woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers and sisters, are
not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. You
are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong
to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not be like others, who
are asleep, but let us be awake and sober.

Hebr 10:23-25 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for
he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.



